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Thanks to the wise vision of His 
Majesty Sultan Qaboos Bin Said 
- may Allah keep and protect 

Him, the Sultanate has in place a strong 
environmental policy framework and the 
necessary foundation for the conservation 
and preservation of its  environment. 
As a result environmental protection 
constitutes a major element in the planning 
and implementation stages of all the 
development projects.   
Several important achievements in the 
field of environment make the Sultanate 
a unique nation, and in fact, environment 
has been a basic component of all the 
economic and social development 
witnessed by the country since the dawn of 
the blessed renaissance.
The Royal attention paid by His Majesty 
Sultan Qaboos Bin Said, may Allah keep 
and protect Him, to the environment and 
related issues reflects HM›s vision for 
the nation’s environment which considers 
the environment as a crucial aspect of 
life. The Royal directive to establish 
the National Field Research Center for 
Environmental Conservation (NFRCEC) 
by virtue of Royal Decree no. (542009/) 
exemplifies his integrated and wise vision, 
and strategic approach towards protecting 
the environment and conserving its rich 
resources. 

NFRCEC aims to regulate and also 
encourage field research on environmental 
conservation, and inspire Omani 
employees, researchers, specialists and 
students to involve in environmental 
initiatives. Additionally, the Centre helps 
to fine-tune their academic abilities and 
potential, and publish their research 
findings locally and internationally.   
The Center takes care of developing 
field research projects for protecting the 
environment and ensuring its sustainability 
in the Sultanate, in addition to preserving 
the environment by all possible means. The 
Center also encourages academic and civil 
institutions, community organisations, 
researchers and others to participate in 
field environmental studies and researches. 
It also seeks to raise public awareness on 
environment and impart fundamental 
environmental concepts  through school 
curricula and mass media.
NFRCEC aims to build real partnership 
between local communities and the 
surrounding environment through 
identifying the common benefits and 
interests that contribute to conserving the 
environment. This will have significant 
positive impact on these communities’ 
daily social life.
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3Editorial

It is indeed fortunate that 
environment has been an important 
pillar of the Blessed Renaissance. 

By pressing ahead with initiatives on 
the environmental awareness front, 
which we consider to be a crucial 
component in promoting the principles 
of environmental protection and 
sustenance, we will certainly achieve 
the goals of sustainable development 
in various fields.       
The mass media - including print, 
radio, visual and digital – play a 
pivotal role in this field. They have 
directly contributed to generating in 
the public, across communities and 
groups, a heightened awareness about 
the importance of preserving the 
environment and conserving natural 
resources.  
This newsletter entitled «The Lynx» 
is a significant element of the strategic 
plan set by the National Field 
Research Center for Environmental 
Conservation (NFRCEC) to raise 
public awareness about the importance 
of environmental field researches as 
well as communities’ participation 
in preserving the Sultanate’s 
environment. 
The newsletter aims to enhance national 
capabilities and ignite enthusiasm in 
the field of environmental research and 
develop human resource capabilities in 
the Sultanate to keep pace with latest 
developments and requirements in the 
sector. 
The newsletter will focus - in the 
successive issues – on various 
environmental topics and issues at the 
local and international levels from an 
academic angle. It will highlight the 
role of environmental field research in 
resolving varied environmental issues, 
apart from emphasizing the center’s 
efforts at developing national research 
capabilities through training programs 
and other means in collaboration 
with international environmental 
organizations.
This newsletter will also introduce 
eminent international environmental 
scientists and researchers and their 
works to its readers, and help those 
experts gain insights into the Sultanate 
and its varied initiatives and projects in 
the field of environmental preservation 
as well.   
We hope the newsletter would 
achieve its academic and educational 
objectives and contribute to enrich the 
Omani environment.

nfrcec@diwan.gov.om
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L e o p a r d

Arabian tahr
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Lynx: a model for protection of various 
components of Omani environment

Oman is making great efforts to preserve 
the varied components of the Sultanate’s 
environment, and in this context the lynx is 
considered an exemplifying model of those 
initiatives focused on saving such species from 
the point of extinction.
The Lynx is a carnivorous predator animal from 
the Felidae group. It lives in Asia, Europe and 

North America and differs from the 
Caracal animal. The lynx feeds daily 
on the small preys like rabbits, foxes 
and other animals.
 It is considered to be one of the 
important Omani wildlife components. 
The lynx lives in specific regions 
including Dhofar Governorate, Jiddat 
Al-Harasees, Musandam Governorate 
and the northern mountains. It has 
many different local names according 
to the areas in which it lives including 
Al-Hamara, Al-Khuwaingah, Abou 
Onaiq and Al-Tefit. It is a medium-
sized cat with tall legs, round face and 
thin ears covered with hair. Its color is 
brownish or yellowish red with black 

hair behind its ears.   
The lynx leads a solitary life. It appears 
during both day and night; but catches its 
preys mostly at night. It is agile and fast 
while catching the birds and attacks birds 
at an amazing speed and catches them by 
its front claws. It also feeds on rabbits, 
mice, small deer and livestock.
The lynx can attain chasing (its prey) 
speeds of 120  –  80 km/h. Its gestation 
period is about 75 days. The female lynx 
delivers one or two baby lynxes. The 
weight of the adult lynx ranges between 
22  –  14 kilograms. The competent 
authorities of the Sultanate exert great 
efforts to protect lynx as it is crucial 
element of the Omani environment.
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